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st

Decade 1964 – 1974.

It all started with a flier through the door in early summer 1964. ‘Come to a
public meeting’, it said, ‘to discuss reducing the domestic rate’. The
meeting was held at the local primary school and the hall was packed. The
subject of soaring rates was a sore subject at that time and created great
interest. The meeting was convened by another Association from the
nearby suburb of Fenham. Discussion was prolific and, at times, heated.
The meeting closed with an agreement to form a Jesmond Ratepayer
Association and a Committee was duly elected.
The first Committee meeting was held when a name was decided upon,
that of “Jesmond and District Household and Ratepayers Association”. This
remained until 1970 when it was renamed “Jesmond Ratepayers Association”.
Subsequently in 1972, it was decided to change the name again, so it
became “Jesmond Residents’ Association” and JRA was born!
The first year concentrated on setting up an administration, recruiting
members and learning about the current rates system. None of the
Committee of 12 knew how to conduct a Committee meeting and the
elected Secretary had to resort to the local library to find out information on
correct procedure. The Committee was enthusiastic, meeting without fail
each month and Jesmond residents flocked to join, the membership soon
rose to 2 – 3,000. A Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer
were elected, all meeting on the first Monday of each month, recessed in
August and held an AGM in June each year. The membership fee started
at £1 with 50p for pensioners.
Although Committee meetings were held privately, usually in a member’s
home, social events were planned and advertised to encourage the general
public to attend, join the association, bring any problems and increase
revenue. These took the form of talks by eminent people, slide shows, Bring
and Buy mornings, book stalls and jumble sales. The Secretary remembers
one coffee morning when she rose at 6am, made 6 dozen scones and sold
them all!
2
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Committee meetings were very democratic and formal. The Association
(JRA) was, and still is, non-political and any involvement with a political party
is strictly forbidden. The rates issue was explored in depth with the Local
Authority and it was soon realised that this was insurmountable in spite of
much concerted action by other local groups around the city. Judging by
the numbers of letters and telephone calls received by residents, it soon
became clear that people were more interested in planning matters to do
with their own homes and these appeared to be the major issues. Many
others were tackled such as Rachman1 landlords where students lived, need
for inside toilets, litter and rubbish, and maintenance of roads and
pavements.
One of the first approaches needed was to contact the three local
Councillors. It was important to meet them, make friends and hopefully ask
for their help with residents’ problems. To JRA’s dismay, all three were
reluctant to meet any of the JRA Committee, held them at arm’s length and
gave an impression that the JRA was a nuisance. This was unexpected
and, was, we felt, very undemocratic and hurtful to residents who had
probably voted for them. They all belonged to the same Party which had
retained Jesmond for the past 80 years. JRA did its best to break down
this barrier but the reluctance to work with JRA continued for some 8 years.
The battle was on!
Another early approach was to Officers of the Local Authority. JRA fared
better here. Being asked to assist a Residents’ Association was apparently
a new concept for them, and, though polite, they were wary of giving help
or of divulging much information. This barrier had to be worn down. It was
done by requesting frequent meetings with Heads of Departments such as
Planning, Transport, Education etc. to which the JRA took evidence of
residents’ problems and, by discussion, asked for help to resolve them.
Gradually their suspicion was worn down as they came to realise JRA was
genuine and, best of all, non-political. The Secretary, as most institutions
will tell you, is the hub and mainstay of any formal Committee. He or she
1 Rachman – Peter Rachman was a London landlord in the 1950ʼs who exploited tenants in his
many rented properties and was reviled. This kind of behaviour became known as ʻRachmanisimʼ
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convenes meetings, organises and arranges, answers correspondence and
queries. The workload eventually became enormous and had to be
delegated where appropriate. The rest of the Committee, including the
Chairman, did very little unless asked but, then, that is how most
Committees worked. So it was the Secretary who did most of the meetings
with Officers of the Local Authority and argued, persuaded and cajoled to
resolve problems being received every day. Making friends was very
important and the JRA Committee members reached out to many Officers
within departments who were very willing to listen and help. In this way,
JRA found out who really runs the city. JRA was becoming a force to be
reckoned with, was accepted as legitimate, hard-working and genuine. The
Chairman, in the early days, was a well-known Newcastle solicitor and it
was he who drew up the constitution. This meant setting out who JRA was,
general requirements, such as, all members must be either resident or own
a business in Jesmond, and what our legal commitments were. It was
ratified at an AGM and although having been amended over the years, is
still in use.
“Jesmond is a unique suburb and you must fight for it”. An eminent
architect told the Association that and the members of the JRA have never
forgotten it. Over the years JRA has encouraged change that is good and
of which residents have approved and resisted suggestions and ideas that
residents did not like or would have proved detrimental to the suburb.
Jesmond is popular, leafy and pleasant. It has all the important amenities
and many listed buildings2 in Jesmond which enhance the environment.
People like to make their family homes here, rarely are there empty houses
and generally, most are well-cared for. Trees are important to people and
woe betide anyone who randomly fells a tree or hacks at it. The
Committee of JRA was told immediately if anyone was seen attacking a
tree. Even on a Sunday morning, if the chainsaw is heard, the telephone
goes with a request to intervene. The Committee members freely allowed
their telephone numbers and addresses to be published and the public
were encouraged to contact their nearest member.
2

See list at back of booklet for listed structures in Jesmond
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In Newcastle, there are two Universities. The University of Newcastle, long
established and well respected, and the University of Northumbria which
evolved, in recent years, from the former Newcastle Polytechnic. Both are
well-attended and have some accommodation but not nearly enough for
the numbers. When JRA started, it soon realised that students constituted
a fair proportion of the residents. Unfortunately JRA found out how many
by the number of complaints JRA kept receiving regarding noisy parties and
thoughtless tenants. Jesmond is situated closely to both universities and is
very popular for students to lodge. In the 1960’s, JRA became convinced
that the Universities would like to see Jesmond designated a dormitory for
students. This idea JRA resisted strongly and had meetings and
correspondence with the Vice-Chancellor to make its point. The argument
went on for several years as JRA continued to insist vociferously that, as in
the constitution, “Jesmond is a residential area for all”.
Interest in all aspects of planning was growing and understanding of planning
law was important. Very few members of the public had probed into the
department and the fact that JRA wanted to know more and be involved
with decision-making was a new concept. Many and varied were the
problems that residents had with planning and the Secretary seemed to be
forever talking, discussing and arguing with various Officers in the
department. One day, in 1968, the Chief Planning Officer asked for a special
meeting. Because of the JRA’s interest in planning, JRA’s Secretary was
invited to join a National Committee, meeting in Whitehall, called the
“Skeffington Committee3” to promote “Public Participation in Planning”.
Somewhat taken aback, the Planning Officer was asked why choose her, as
she was always arguing with him. The Officer replied, “That is precisely why
I have chosen you”. This was a great honour for JRA and showed it was
recognised as a force to be reckoned with in Jesmond. So for 12 months,
the Secretary travelled by air to Whitehall once a month to take part in
compiling this document which laid out the procedure for involving the public
in matters appertaining to planning all over the country. It entailed a great
deal of reading papers and also visiting Planning Departments in the North
East. The Planning Officer in question subsequently moved to Whitehall
3

Skeffington Committee called this after Arthur Skeffington MP
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permanently, was knighted and became chief planning officer for England.
(He was Sir Wilfred Burns – a man of far-thinking with a great presence).
1970 saw the beginning of the bi-annual newsletters, one in summer and
one before Christmas. These were well received giving current news and
encouraging membership. They were hand-delivered to 8000 households
and paid for entirely from JRA funds. It was becoming very obvious that
our 3 local councillors were determined not to acknowledge JRA at all.
Repeated approaches to involve them in activities, to come and meet us,
to talk and discuss had met with a brick wall. JRA was irrelevant. This
increasingly annoyed the Association as being undemocratic from elected
representatives. So JRA warned them, in no uncertain terms, that if their
attitude remained unchanged, they would put up Independent
candidates, representing JRA, against them at a future election. The
Councillors did not believe this would happen. Opportunity came when
the National Government announced a complete change to Local
Government by setting up a new tier called the Tyne and Wear County
Council. Elections were to be held in 1973 for a start in 1974. JRA had
no knowledge of how to run an election so had to start from scratch,
again using the local library, asking other Councillors and the Electoral
Registration Department. Four of the JRA Committee expressed a
willingness to stand, the Vice-chairman for Tyne/Wear, the Secretary of
JRA plus two Committee members standing for the district. All worked
very very hard, writing literature and posters, holding meetings, knocking
on doors, reaching out to all residents of Jesmond. The three Tory
councillors were sceptical and disbelieving. Voting was held in May 1973
– and to its huge delight, JRA swept the board, breaking Jesmond’s Tory
rule of 80 years. Now JRA had a chance to really fight for Jesmond on
behalf of its electorate. Council seats were taken in May 1974, one for
Tyne/Wear Metropolitan and three for Newcastle City Council.
Applications were made to sit on various Committees to suit individual
interests, for example, the Secretary choosing Planning, Development
Control and Conservation.
The Committee membership represented most areas of Jesmond including
High West Jesmond and the Minories area. Boundaries were defined as
6
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Gt.North Rd. (West), Jesmond Dene Rd. (North), Jesmond Dene (both sides
to the east) and Jesmond Rd. (South). Street Associations sprang up from
time to time to protest against a local problem. JRA attended meetings, by
invitation, and gave help and advice. These were welcomed but found they
tended to fade away over time and so JRA was the only ‘umbrella’
association covering the geographical area known as Jesmond. In 1973,
there were 10 groups covering Jesmond, 3 of which remain today.
Information from the Civic Centre told us that 41 associations existed in
Newcastle altogether, so JRA wrote to them and CORA (Consortium of
Residents’ Associations) was set up. This met quarterly and exchanged
problems and solutions. Today this is called Networking. Over the passage
of time, CORA fell away as interest lapsed, people moved or died. In 1970,
JRA’s Chairman retired due to ill-health and was appointed Honorary
President for life, a post he held for 14 years. The Constitution was altered
to include this new post. It applied only to retiring Chairmen to provide
Committee continuity. The following Chairman stayed in post for 7 years
and the present Hon. President has been in post for 26 years. As the
Committee was a-political, the 3 elected members had to stand down and
were officially co-opted.
So ended the first 10 years.

7
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2

nd

Decade 1974 – 1984.

The next decade was extremely busy. JRA was becoming better known and
it was gaining the trust of Officers in the Civic Centre. As Independents, the
Officers were more sympathetic to residents needs and were successful with
road and pavement repairs, individual house improvements and seeking
solutions to constituent’s problems. Jesmond Dene needed much
improvement. It had suffered a great deal of neglect. The suggestion to form
a “Friends of Jesmond Dene” came from JRA and this is still thriving today.
Having done a survey to all Jesmond households, it was discovered that it
was the everyday details of life that affected residents far more than any
major proposals. Litter in the streets, cleanliness of back lanes, broken
kerbstones, overhanging trees, were more important than closing of certain
streets as play areas or pulling down an old church to build a block of flats.
The Council decided to close off two streets in mid-Jesmond as safe play
areas for children. This was carefully monitored and a survey taken in due
course. The children enjoyed the freedom from traffic but residents
objected to the inconvenience of ‘slumming it up back lanes’, as one
resident said. The scheme was eventually abandoned. The former Baptist
church on Osborne Road had closed and a scheme was put forward to raze
it and build a block of flats on the site. This was welcomed and JRA was
invited to name it. Haldane Court was chosen and remains so today.
The Independents of JRA worked as councillors for Jesmond and took
every opportunity to nurture working relationships with civic centre officers
and promote improvements for the area. JRA‘s Committee continued to
meet on the first Monday of each month, attended by the co- opted City
Councillors and there was full exchange of ideas and information. Judging
by the numbers of letters and calls coming in, residents were very happy
that JRA was working so successfully to keep Jesmond a pleasant place in
which to live. All queries were followed up, dealt with and answered. It was
a very busy time and one of much hard work. In 1978, another election
loomed. Three of the Independents were unable to stand again for various
reasons, the former Secretary was re-elected and the present Chairman
stood and was successful. JRA now had two sponsored Councillors.
Newsletters were sent out to 8000 households twice a year from both JRA
and Independents. These were well received and informative. The
8
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Jesmond Local Plan, confirmed in 1966, was the guiding policy affecting
planning. This was strongly promoted and encouraged participation by the
public in planning. The newsletters continued to provide a good medium to
disseminate information.
Jesmond accommodates very many students from the two universities with
many taking over whole houses to provide lodgings for up to 6 people at a
time. Most landlords are good but there were a few ‘Rachman’ types who
exploited students and failed to provide decent homes. JRA was often
contacted for help and visited houses where there were broken windows,
cracked toilets and poor furnishings which landlords said would be dealt
with but never were. Meetings were held with both Universities and had
good cooperation from both. In some instances, rents were being raised
and several times JRA helped students to attend official tribunals and spoke
up for them. All part of the work of a good Residents’ Association. Over
the years, some students would join the Committee but left due to pressure
of work. Unruly parties were another feature of the student influx and
meetings were again held with the Chancellors of both Universities to bring
these under control. Jesmond has very many permanent residents and
students should respect that fact and not consider that Jesmond was a
suburb essentially for students. It was a battle that continued over the years
and still does today for those who want to ‘live it up’ at the expense of
neighbours. One incident remembered was when an elderly lady, next door
to a student house, had all the plants uprooted in her front garden and
stuffed through her letter-box. She had been wrongly accused of reporting
them for unruly behaviour. Bad language was another regular complaint
and thoughtless behaviour by these young people in our midst. Tact and
diplomacy had to be employed to all parties and our role was often that of
peacemakers. JRA has often been accused of being anti- students. This
is completely wrong as JRA has helped so many students over the years.
JRA does object to bad behaviour by a minority who appear to have no
respect for permanent residents, especially the elderly. With two
Universities in our midst, students are a fact of life and JRA prefers to be
friendly. However students generally appear to segregate themselves and
advances have been rebuffed. Judging by feedback from other Associations
round the country, this appears to be a national problem.
Socially, we started up a monthly Book stall on Acorn road to help raise
revenue, meet residents and encourage membership. It was very popular.
9
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rd

Decade 1984 – 1994.

In 1984, crime prevention was popular and, in conjunction with Northumbria
Police, JRA set up a Police Surgery in the Library where residents could
report information or a message in a special police notice notebook and
meet their Beat Officers. The internet had not yet been ‘born’, therefore the
local library was an ideal venue for meetings. This was successful for a year
but ended after a falling off of interest. The Neighbourhood Watch scheme
was started in the city and JRA‘s Secretary was appointed Chairman of the
City Police Prevention Panel, helping to set up schemes all over the city.
Armstrong Bridge, a ‘listed’ landmark over Jesmond Dene, was to have an
extensive strengthening scheme with new lighting. A proposed modern
design was felt unsuitable for this Victorian Bridge and JRA objected.
Jesmond Dene was also having extensive work done including clearing and
felling diseased trees but all in keeping with the original character of the
Dene which is popular world-wide.
1974 saw the setting up of Tyne/Wear County Council, another tier of local
government to cope with, and many areas of responsibility were passed on
from Newcastle. It did not prove popular and in 1986, was disbanded and
all authority returned to Newcastle of which JRA heartily approved. The
proposed Cradlewell Bypass project was back with the City Engineer and
JRA was able to take a full part in future plans.
The Brandling area was the first conservation area in Jesmond and JRA
campaigned for others. South Jesmond was designated and Jesmond Dene
to the North. An ambition still remains to have the central part of Jesmond
also designated and JRA remains committed. This would mean all Jesmond
would become a Conservation Area which reflects the importance of
Jesmond to the City of Newcastle and acknowledges its history. Anyone
interested in learning about Jesmond’s history can do no better than reading
F W Dandy’s ‘History of Jesmond’ which makes fascinating reading.
Jesmond is full of listed buildings (see back of booklet) and has more than
any within other suburbs of Newcastle. Most are Grade II but one is Grade
II* and one Grade I. Notable are Jesmond Towers, former Princess Mary
10
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Maternity Hospital, the Jesmond Library, St. Mary’s Well and Chapel, most
of Brandling Village and Jesmond Old Cemetery. Many of the old houses,
including the Mansion House, are listed as well as streets of Georgian and
Victorian housing. Residents are very proud of their Conservation suburb
and JRA has endeavoured to retain all listings and urges the City Council
to protect and maintain them for posterity.
St. Oswald’s Hospice was created in 1980 serving Newcastle. As we felt
this to be a very worth-while local charity, financed only by donations, in
1984 it was decided to support it by collecting every Christmas under the
Christmas tree in Acorn road and providing much-needed publicity for a
good local cause. Local volunteers and helpers bravely faced the rigours
of December weather and stood with their tins in rain, snow and sleet to
add some Christmas cheer to Acorn Road shoppers. Sometimes there
were a group of singers with carols and every year the Treasurer played his
barrel organ to the delight of everyone. JRA provided the Christmas tree
and the City Lighting Dept. supplied the lights and power plus the frequent
bulb replacements, as these disappeared daily. This Christmas habit
continued for over 10 years in which over £9000 was collected for St.
Oswald’s. Sadly the tree tradition ceased in 1991 as the Lighting Dept.
withdrew its support on grounds of cost and volunteers became increasingly
depleted.
In 1985, JRA became 21 and celebrated the anniversary at its AGM that
year with a cake and candles. Also that year JRA won a pledge from the
Planning Dept. that Acorn Road shopping area should have a shop policy
of only one ‘non-retail’ use per block. This was to curb shops with ‘dead
frontages’, such as estate agents taking over, and encourage retail.
1986 saw the Jesmond Local Plan reviewed after 20 years and JRA began
a campaign against too many houses in multi-occupation (HMO’s). Too
many family homes were being turned into student accommodation by
absentee landlords who were only interested in rents and did not maintain
their properties properly. Good family houses were being sub-divided and
partitioned into flatlet’s as students preferred the freedom away from
University. JRA maintained that this practice should be curtailed as it was
making Jesmond socially unbalanced and creating unrest among
11
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permanent residents. The fight, echoed around the country, proved difficult
and complex.
For many years, a controversial bypass to a road on the periphery of the
Association’s area had been under discussion, many believing it to be
unnecessary and too expensive. A decision was finally taken in 1987 and
the Cradlewell Bypass, as it was known, became a reality. Today it is up
and running, a credit to modern technology with its tunnel and four lane
roads. Many Jesmond people had reservations and still do, as it changed
forever that area so close to Jesmond Dene. At this time, the popularity of
the car began to make itself felt in Jesmond. Congestion and lack of easy
parking was becoming a problem. Some of it could have been alleviated
by not allowing students, who were transient, to bring cars in, leaving them
on streets during the week for use only at weekends. The Universities
refused to help us – we wrote to two other Universities in the country for
their views but with no result. Jesmond is a suburb within a 10 minute
walking distance of the centre of Newcastle and also has good bus
transport and a metro facility. JRA felt its request to be reasonable but noone, including neither the Local Authority nor the Police, was willing to help.
Today the presence of too many cars is ruining Jesmond which JRA aims
to protect. The major road through has had to have extra traffic lights and
crossings plus road-narrowing in parts to prevent speeding. Also traffic
humps have been built on certain roads and a project has begun to make
certain routes safer for children to travel to school. It is to be hoped that a
remedy can be found eventually to resolve this problem or Jesmond will not
prove as popular as it has been. The swimming pool in Jesmond has always
been popular and well-used. JRA was dismayed to learn that the pool, as
well as others in the city, would have to close due to cut-backs. A decision
was taken in 1991 to officially close the pool, built in 1938, by the Chairman
of Leisure Services. It was offered rent free to local residents. A ‘Friends
of Jesmond Pool’ was formed and, together with volunteers, the pool was
re-opened a year later. A great deal of work ensued, together with
improvements, financed by national sports bodies. Today, in 2014, it is a
thriving asset to Jesmond, well-used by the public and schools, with clubs
formed to promote interest in swimming and has become a community base
for local people. JRA supported the work of the Pool Team throughout its
12
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long hard haul back to full use and commends its dedicated workers.
Yearly subscriptions had remained at £1 since 1964 but there was now a
need for revision as costs were rising, especially for the newsletters, which,
published twice a year, were an important marketing tool. In 1990, they
became £2.50 with pensioners £1. Committee members all give their
services free and even the Secretary did not claim expenses for stationery
or telephone. It was considered an honour to serve Jesmond where all had
homes and to uphold the basic aim of the local constitution ‘to protect and
further the interests of Jesmond’.
Jesmond Dene is a huge asset, not only to Jesmond but to the city as a
whole. Tourists come from all over the world to enjoy the landscape, to
relax and take part in events. The valley was given to the city by Lord
Armstrong of Cragside very many years ago and JRA was anxious that it
should be maintained and cared for. It was noted some years ago that there
was certain neglect in parts and a campaign was started to have work done
on the Dene to restore it to its former glory. This included restoring the Mill
Wheel by the waterfall, cleaning the Ouseburn stream, better tree
husbandry, more Victorian style seats, introduction of litter bins and
improving “Pets Corner”. The Friends of Jesmond Dene were active in
overlooking and promoting work of preservation and nature conservation
as well as providing an educational function and a popular recreation area.
Today the Friends of Jesmond Dene are thriving, working with City Parks
Dept., and the Dene itself is under good management to prevent
deterioration and to promote progress.
A Police Forum was held in various city areas and a representative of JRA
regularly attended to discuss issues affecting the public with senior Police
Officers. Many matters of concern were raised and JRA was generally
impressed with the efforts of local police in controlling crime in the district.
The Forum proved to be a valuable base to exchange views and it was
hoped the contact would continue.

13
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th

Decade 1994 – 2004.

Armstrong Bridge, named after Lord Armstrong, is a listed landmark which
straddles Jesmond Dene and for many years enabled traffic to connect
between Jesmond and Heaton. It closed to general traffic many years ago
as unsafe and is now used by pedestrians and cyclists. Every Sunday, an
art exhibition is held on the bridge and is very popular. Work has been done
to re-surface, repair and repaint to restore this Victorian bridge to its former
glory and JRA was involved in the work being done. The Council had
proposed Victorian spherical globes to replace the lighting but JRA
objected. Research with old photographs proved that the Windsor-type
lanterns were original, as designed by Lord Armstrong and were more
authentic for a listed structure. These were accepted and are in use today.
A real success for JRA!
Trees are necessary to life and vital to design. Shading us in summer, they
protect us in winter, frame a view or hide ugly sights. They absorb traffic
noise, maintain a balance of nature, provide homes for wildlife and make
invaluable leafmould. Through photosynthesis, water and oxygen are
released via the leaves, allowing us to breathe. The dirty atmosphere above
towns and suburbs can often make people ill and depressed, but trees filter
and cool the air through their consumption of energy and water released in
transpiration which helps to improve the climate. The JRA is keen and
concerned about trees in Jesmond and upset when any are felled and not
replaced. They help to portray images of permanence and security much
needed to enhance and mature the neighbourhood. JRA constantly
encourages homeowners to protect their trees through regular reminders in
the frequent newsletters, to seek advice before felling or pruning, and to
value trees in their midst.
Balance in planning is vital and every few years an objective look should be
made for now and in the future. In 1966 the Jesmond Local Plan was the
JRA policy guide. There is always room for change but it must always be
for the better. All residents are concerned about the quality of life and a high
standard of maintenance. Jesmond is a suburb of character, changing from
14
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Victorian grandeur to updated comfort and utility in the 21st century. At
one time it was feared that Jesmond would become a land of bedsitters
and a dormitory for the universities. As an active Residents’ Association,
this idea was fought and policies encouraged on hotels, shops, offices,
housing and transport. The Unitary Development Plan (UDP) replaced the
outdated Local Plan and JRA encouraged residents to involve themselves
in planning matters, in local activities and to create more awareness. It was
felt important to build upon the great community in Jesmond.
The new bypass known as the Cradlewell Bypass was completed in1996
to a very high standard of construction and in spite of losing 170 trees, the
landscape has also been well done. Traffic moves swiftly and smoothly at
a pace far exceeding the old way up and down Benton Bank.
Facilities for young people within the school age group are not good in
Jesmond. There are few open spaces and the Exhibition Park and Town
Moor on the West side are nearest. JRA joined a Young People’s Strategy
group to look at this and work with young people to provide initiatives. One
open space was identified, known as Bell’s Yard, formally a builders yard
and now utilised as a football play area. Also the Jesmond pool was
expanding and renovating with the help of Lottery money to include table
tennis, Tumble Tots, aerobics, weights and judo.
Planning matters are now a number one priority. Some unsuitable
commercial development has been allowed such as, overdevelopment of
licensed premises, some for 24 hour sales, multiple occupancy housing
without thought for car parking and change of use in business premises.
As a basic residential area, businesses should service local residents and
not the city which can alter original character and bring more traffic
problems. The Planning Dept. appears to favour developers and it is known
that any applications refused can be assisted by Development Control to
prepare those likely to succeed. There have been many battles over the
years with Planning to ensure that Jesmond remains a popular residential
area and is not gradually swallowed up commercially. This shows the
absolute need for an active Residents’ Association to fend off powerful
encroachment by a Local Authority changing a historic suburb.
15
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In 1999, wheelie bins became part of Jesmond. Generally welcomed, they
were designed to keep litter tidy and streets cleaner. Dog owners were
targeted this year with legislation passed requiring every owner to clear up
after their dog or face a fine up to £1000. This was also welcome news.
Mobile phone transmitters also became news as proposals to erect masts
in sensitive areas provoked alarm. JRA supported local residents and
instigated discussion with the local council. Noise was another issue raising
its head and JRA fought to have bye-laws observed. Noise from loud music
in local pubs, noise from the Hoppings (the annual fair on the Town Moor)
and noise in the summer from a Rock Festival in Jesmond Dene, all
interfered with sleeping children and terrified local pets. The Council and
local Councillors were very helpful. Developers are also attempting to
increase residential density by proposals to build houses and flats in back
yards and gardens. With the help of local Councillors, strenuous opposition
was successful. Osborne Road is the main thoroughfare through the district
and, historically has a mix of hotels, bars, flats and residences. The
environment was under pressure due to so many illuminated signs and in
danger of becoming a ‘mini Blackpool’. It was felt there were now sufficient
bars and hotels encouraging crowding and noise plus fleets of taxis parking
illegally. Discussions were held with the Planning Dept. to establish a policy
still in vogue today.
Acorn Road is the main and popular shopping area in Jesmond and its
standards and variety are valued. Parking is a problem but after a survey,
JRA found that many take-up spaces belonged to the staff and
shopkeepers themselves. The Traffic Dept. decided to look into this parking
problem. In 1985, a shopping policy was introduced by the Planning Dept.
with JRA’s approval into Acorn Rd. and the adjacent St. George’s Tce.
allowing only one non-retail shop in each block. This came about due to
empty shops being taken up by estate agents and charity shops. Local
people wanted more variety. Non-retail shops are known as ‘dead
frontages’ so a curb was introduced. This was welcomed and became a
balance in planning.
Retaining Conservation in the important area of Jesmond is proving difficult
at times and constant vigilance is required. The owners of several large
16
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houses have applied for planning permission to convert to flats or use
garden land for building. Each is looked at on merit with regard to overdevelopment or being out of character. The Unitary Development Plan
stressed that we should retain any open space in Jesmond as it is such a
high density area.
Universally, drinking patterns have changed and 24 hour drinking is
becoming popular. It is felt that this is not suitable for Osborne Rd. since
many residents live around this road. Licensing for hotels and bars are
decided by unelected magistrates and it was felt more appropriate to
transfer licensing matters to the City Council who are more aware of antisocial consequences. It was felt that a limit should be put on licensing of
Osborne Rd. hotels and bars and JRA made several proposals to the
Licensing Committee to try to keep better control. Any suggestions to
extend licensing hours to 24 hours would be strenuously opposed.

17
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Decade 2004 – 2014.

JRA has always encouraged small street Associations to form opinions or
protest against local problems. It has been approached on numerous
occasions for help and advice which was willingly given. Small Associations
rise and fall depending on the depth of the problem but it is good that
residents show such interest. Over the years, JRA has supported other
Associations or formed regular liason to exchange ideas. To the Association,
this is networking at its best!
Jesmond has four major private schools bringing in people from all over
Newcastle to be educated, socialise and shop. The Royal Grammar School
for Boys is well-known and has become co-ed, the other three for girls are
Central High, Church High and the Convent de la Sagesse. All have been
long-established and well supported. However recently La Sagesse was
forced to close due to falling numbers and financial problems. The school
buildings have been sold for development and are the subject of much local
controversy. JRA has supported local residents and attended many
meetings. The argument is not over yet but it is hoped an amicable solution
will eventually be found. In similar vein, due to falling numbers, the Central
High and Church High have agreed to amalgamate to form Newcastle High
School for Girls from September 2014. It is to be regretted that this tradition
in our midst has to change but perhaps inevitable in the present climate of
recession and financial problems.
Anti-social behaviour continues to plague residents and both Universities
are now involved in attempts to control exuberance. The Police have been
helpful in community policing and regular meetings are held with them. It
has been an annual problem in Jesmond for 50 years, each September
starting again to curb the general noise and bad behaviour. It will probably
never be resolved. Perseverance, however paid off regarding Houses in
Multiple Occupation and in 2012, after 20 years, the Planning Dept.
obtained legislation to prevent further homes becoming multi-occupied.
This was a genuine victory and proved the point that a strong Residents’
Association could win a fight. It also taught JRA that perseverance and
18
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dedication was vital and that continuity of Committee membership was
important so that necessary projects for the betterment of an area could be
continued. Too many changes in Committee could lose sight of important
work already in hand and allow aims to lapse.
The new ‘Local Development Framework’ comes into effect now for the next
15 years in place of the former Unitary Development Plan. The most recent
shock for Jesmond was the proposal to close the library along with other
city-run libraries, due to Government cut-backs in finance. A listed building,
it is very popular and well-used for community events. The same format
ensued as happened to the Swimming Pool. Residents rallied round
providing physical support in volunteers, monetary donations flowed and a
formal “Friends of Jesmond Library” was created. JRA gave full support
and it is to be hoped it will prove as great a success as the Pool has proved.
Very many years ago, an eminent national architect told JRA, “You have a
unique suburb here. I do not know of another like it in the country so close
to a city centre. It is worth fighting for.” Jesmond will be up and running
long after we are all gone. In the long term, people are solely its guardians,
not its owners and it behoves them as custodians to cherish and take good
care of it for those who will follow in the future. JRA’s message today to all
is, enjoy this great suburb, take pride in what it offers and help JRA to keep
it in good order. After 50 years, this is the legacy to all.
And so on........

Please note, some opinions expressed are the writer’s own.
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Listed buildings in Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne
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•
•
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•
•
•
•
•

THE FORMER PHILLIPSON MEMORIAL
ORPHANAGE AT PRINCESS MARY
MATERNITY HOSPITAL – Grade II
JESMOND BRANCH LIBRARY, ST GEORGES
TERRACE – Grade II
RACQUET COURT, JESMOND DENE ROAD –
Grade II
TOWN MOOR BOUNDARY STONE OPPOSITE
NUMBER 73 – Grade II
BOUNDARY MARK IN WALL AT JUNCTION
WITH SOUTH SIDE OF MOORFIELD – Grade II
NAZARETH HOUSE, SANDYFORD ROAD –
Grade II
FORMER BOILER HOUSE, SANDYFORD
BREWERY – Grade II
DEUCHAR HOUSE, SANDYFORD ROAD –
Grade II
CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY – Grade II*
JESMOND CHURCH OF ST HILDA,
THORNLEIGH STREET – Grade II
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTACHED TO CHURCH OF
ST HILDA, THORNLEIGH STREET – Grade II
ST MARY'S WELL, THE GROVE – Grade II
AKHURST SCHOOL (JESMOND COTTAGE)
AND GAS LAMP AT DOOR, THE GROVE –
Grade II
CHURCH OF ST GEORGE, OSBORNE ROAD –
Grade I
THE LODGE, NORTH JESMOND AVENUE –
Grade II
HALL AND SCHOOL OF CHURCH OF ST
GEORGE, OSBORNE ROAD – Grade II
BOUNDARY STONE IN WALL IN FRONT OF
NUMBER 7, LINDISFARNE ROAD – Grade II
BOUNDARY MARK IN WALL AT JUNCTION
WITH SOUTH SIDE OF MOORFIELD,
JESMOND DENE ROAD – Grade II
JESMOND DENE HOUSE, JESMOND DENE
ROAD – Grade II
POLICE STABLES, JESMOND DENE ROAD –
Grade II
CASTLE FARMHOUSE, CASTLE FARM ROAD
– Grade II
CASTLE FARM COTTAGES, 1-4, CASTLE
FARM ROAD – Grade II
FARM BUILDING WEST OF CASTLE
FARMHOUSE, CASTLE FARM ROAD – Grade II
CASTLE FARM COTTAGES NUMBER 5 AND
FARM BUILDING ATTACHED, CASTLE FARM
ROAD – Grade II
THE CARRIAGE PUBLIC HOUSE, JESMOND
ROAD – Grade II
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UNITED BUS COMPANY DEPOT, PORTLAND
TERRACE – Grade II
JESMOND PARISH CHURCH AND CHOIR
VESTRY ATTACHED, ESLINGTON ROAD –
Grade II
PIERS FROM HOSPITAL OF THE VIRGIN
MARY OF ROYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
ESKDALE TERRACE – Grade II
NUMBERS 2-30 AND RAILINGS TO FRONT, 230, VICTORIA SQUARE – Grade II
NUMBERS 24-46 AND RAILINGS IN FRONT OF
NUMBER 46, 24-46, JESMOND ROAD – Grade II
68 AND 70, JESMOND ROAD – Grade II
56-66, JESMOND ROAD – Grade II
CARLTON TERRACE, 29-47, JESMOND ROAD
– Grade II
4-22, JESMOND ROAD – Grade II
2, JESMOND ROAD – Grade II
14-20, GREAT NORTH ROAD – Grade II
PILLAR BOX NORTH OF NUMBER 4,
OSBORNE AVENUE – Grade II
JESMOND UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
AND HALL ATTACHED – Grade II
FLEMING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, BURDON
TERRACE – Grade II
GATES AND GATE PIERS TO SOUTH OF
FLEMING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, BURDON
TERRACE – Grade II
LODGE TO SOUTH OF FLEMING MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL, BURDON TERRACE – Grade II
32, BRANDLING PARK – Grade II
WALL IN FRONT OF NUMBER 32 – Grade II
NUMBER 22 AND WALL ATTACHED,
BRANDLING PARK – Grade II
21, BRANDLING PARK – Grade II
22-28, BRANDLING PLACE SOUTH – Grade II
34-46, BRANDLING PLACE SOUTH – Grade II
31, 32 AND 33, BRANDLING PLACE SOUTH –
Grade II
8-13, BRANDLING PARK – Grade II
DRINKING FOUNTAIN AT CORNER OF
CLAYTON ROAD, GREAT NORTH ROAD –
Grade II
LA SAGESSE SCHOOL, JESMOND TOWERS,
BEMERSYDE DRIVE – Grade II*
JESMOND DENE HOUSE, JESMOND DENE
ROAD – Grade II
7-21, THE GROVE – Grade II
23-33, THE GROVE – Grade II
ALL SAINTS' CEMETERY GATE, WALLS,
PIERS, GATES AND RAILINGS, JESMOND
ROAD – Grade II
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